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Pre-Orientation Activities Prep First Years
BY AugusT sTeigmeYer
News Editor
To prepare for life at Kenyon, 
early arrivals of the class of 2013 
engaged in rafting , writing and 
mummy-wrapping. The three pre-
orientation programs served to “en-
able students to become acclimated 
to campus life in a smaller group 
setting,” said Director of New stu-
dent Orientation and Community 
Programs erin Ciarimboli.
Writing and Thinking at Ke-
nyon, the Pre-Orientation ser-
vice Program and the Outdoors 
Club Pre-Orientation Program 
gave students the opportunity to 
“learn about academic life and ex-
pectations at Kenyon, participate 
in service projects in the greater 
Knox County community and 
connect with like-minded peers 
before classes start,” said Ciarimboli. 
Service Program 
Tuesday evening, students in 
the service program participated in a 
campus-wide scavenger hunt. “They 
came to our room and wrapped 
someone [in their group] up like 
a mummy; they have an egg that 
they have to get signed by all the 
leaders; they visit all these places 
on campus,” said program leader 
rebecca Katz ’11. “it’s just a silly 
thing that’s fun and helps them feel 
more comfortable.”
“We ran a lot; that was exhaust-
ing,” said Lilly martinez ’13 of min-
nesota. “Also, we couldn’t go into 
the [Village market] to get a hot dog 
because it was closed, so we had to 
get really creative about that. A lot 
of success in the hunt [was] about 
creativity.”
“The craziest thing i had to 
do [during the scavenger hunt] 
was probably the double proposal 
in front of sunset Cottage,” said 
Andrew gibson ’13 of Ohio. “it 
was me and another guy — we had 
to propose to the same girl. There 
were big fistfights, wedding crashes, 
families torn apart.”
The proposal — which involved 
finding “the most romantic place on 
campus” and acting out a proposal, 
according to the list participants 
were given — was one of many 
challenges the first year groups had 
to face during the event, which also 
included taking an upside-down 
picture in the upside-down tree 
and taking pictures of the cemetery, 
the haunted room in Caples and a 
gnome who likes to smoke.
martinez said her best strategy 
during the hunt was to use knowl-
edge from campus tours. “i remem-
ber random, stupid facts from the 
tours when i visited,” she said. “That 
really helped.”
earlier in the week, the pro-
gram’s projects gave students the 
opportunity  to “foster connections 
within the community,” Christian 
martinez-Canchola ’12, another 
service program leader, said. 
The scavenger hunt “teaches 
[students] about all the resources 
that they can access on the campus,” 
said  martinez-Canchola. “But it 
also really emphasizes the com-
munity aspect … making them feel 
like [Kenyon is] their home, a place 
where they form relationships, a 
place they’d like to give back to.” 
service projects this week in-
cluded trips to the Brown Family 
environmental Center; Discovery 
Trails; the Drug and Alcohol re-
habilitation Center; the Humane 
society; New Directions, a battered 
women’s shelter; and Head start, a 
childcare center. 
Olivia sison ’13 of Texas said 
she applied for the service program 
so that she could start to get involved 
with the community programs for 
which she plans to volunteer during 
the next four years. “i love service 
and i’ll do it till i die,” she said.
“i really wanted to get here 
early, and service is a cool thing that 
i’ve kind of done beforehand,” said 
elizabeth mcCumber ’13 of Ohio. 
“This is a great way to help others.”
“i like the people the most and 
the activities,” said max elder ’13. “i 
think a lot of kids come to Kenyon 
and know nothing about Knox 
County, even gambier in general. 
it helps you have more respect for 
where you live because Kenyon, i’ve 
heard, can become like a really, really 
big bubble and even being here for 
three days and doing stuff in the 
local community is really great.” 
Writing and Thinking Program 
Like the service program, the 
Writing and Thinking program 
helps students get better acquainted 
with the Kenyon community, said 
Caitlin Fitzpatrick ’12, a leader for 
the program. “At its most basic, the 
program is about getting to know 
Kenyon and the expectations that 
a college like Kenyon will have,” 
she said. “This program does this 
in many ways. For one, it teaches 
students that forming opinions and 
arguments about a particular ques-
tion or reading assignment is not 
enough — they must also be able to 
articulate their thoughts gracefully 
on paper to make them accessible 
to everyone.
“Additionally, the program 
provides students with opportuni-
ties to get to know members of the 
faculty before picking their classes 
and allows them to get a feel for the 
layout of the campus before classes 
start,” Fitzpatrick said. 
During the pre-orientation 
week,  the writing program leaders 
organize group activities for the 
students, attend all of their read-
ings, proofread and pick pieces for 
students  to read aloud, help them 
get to know campus and answer any 
questions they might have about 
writing at Kenyon or about Kenyon 
in general. “mostly, we’re just an 
extra resource for them to lean on 
during their start at Kenyon,” said 
Fitzpatrick. 
Fitzpatrick, who attended the 
program as a first-year student, said 
it is one of the best ways to get to 
know Kenyon. “Not only does it 
teach [first years] the importance 
that writing plays in communica-
tion and learning, but it exposes 
them to a group of people that are 
simultaneously like-minded and 
diverse,” she said. “Additionally, the 
activities of this program build in a 
way that gives first years a sense of 
ownership of this college that the 
regular orientation program doesn’t.” 
Outdoors Club Program 
The Outdoors Club took in-
coming students on a four-day 
backpacking and river-rafting trip 
in monongahela National For-
est in West Virginia and returned 
Wednesday. “The entire group [of 12 
students] had bonded by the time we 
got to the rafting trip, and everyone 
was really comfortable around each 
other,” said Charlie Halsted ’10, one 
of the program leaders. “Those who 
were initially homesick had soon 
forgotten all about it and were hav-
ing a great time.  By taking these kids 
out to the wilderness, they learned 
to work with each other and learned 
how to get along with a variety of 
people.
“ The backpacking portion 
wasn’t always easy, and they helped 
each other get through the tough 
parts and enjoy the good parts even 
more,” Halsted said. “We also had 
plenty of time to answer their ques-
tions about Kenyon throughout 
the trip.  i feel that these students 
are much more prepared for diving 
headfirst into an active and success-
ful college life, more so than those 
who simply arrive during normal 
orientation.”
According to Ciarimbol i , 
“whether you enjoy writing, service 
or the outdoors, the benefits of meet-
ing friends who have similar interests 
as you makes a tremendous impact 
on a student’s ability to connect to 
Kenyon and transition to life as a 
college student.”
Students complete Pre-O challenge. ChriStian martinez-CanChOla
The class of 2013 is not only the 
largest ever but also “probably the most 
diverse [in terms of race, nationality and 
family history] in Kenyon’s history,” 
said Director of Admissions Darryl uy. 
“We’ve been telling professors and advi-
sors that it’s not going to feel like the 
same Kenyon that they’ve been used to 
over the years.”
uy mentioned the school’s constant 
search for increased diversity, from scien-
tists and first-generation students to stu-
dents of color. “We’ve noticed that there 
are a lot more farmers this year or people 
who are very interested in sustainable 
initiatives and farming and agriculture. 
even students from urban areas are find-
ing venues to do that as well, so that was 
a surprise,” he said.
“There were definitely kids who 
stood out,” uy said. “There is a kid who 
knows greek and six other languages, a 
kid [who] wrote a version of macbeth set 
in 1940s mafia and there is a student who 
was a senate page.” 
The incoming class consists of 469 
students, which is “a little more than we 
initially wanted,” uy said. “it’s usually 
around 450 to 460 at most. At one point 
during the summer it was at 479, but 
with ‘summer melts,’ when kids who have 
enrolled decide to go somewhere else, that 
number drops.” 
“i don’t think the College wants a 
bigger class,” uy said. “This year we were 
high, given the economy. We admitted a 
little more than usual, not realizing that 
more kids were going to say yes.” 
The state of the economy played a 
large role in admissions and enrollment 
decisions this year, uy said. “We saw more 
appeals for more merit scholarship money 
for families and we only overturned one 
in five appeals that we received.” 
The admissions office created a 
new brochure this year that specifically 
addresses financial aid and the issues of 
value versus price tag. “Hopefully that 
really helped convince many families that 
the price is worth the education here at 
Kenyon,” uy said. 
 “When i visited, that’s when i 
made my decision,” said Noah steege 
’13 of North Carolina. “it was the most 
beautiful place i’d seen.”
Philisile “Philly” Dube ’13 echoed 
steege’s sentiments. Dube, who hails 
from swaziland, said that Kenyon “is 
very different from where i come from. 
... When i came here i saw green grass, 
tall trees and a huge campus, which was 
wonderful.”
“i had a good intuition about 
Kenyon,” said emma LeBlanc ’13 of 
Louisiana. “i thought that everybody was 
very warm and engaging, and the campus 
is beautiful.”
Dube, who moved in with the 
other international students last monday, 
said she was very impressed with her 
classmates. “i got to know new people, 
where they are from, their cultures and 
everything. ... i attended the Writing and 
Thinking [Pre-Orientation] and i loved 
hearing all these amazing writers and their 
ideas and perspectives.” 
uy offered some advice to first 
years. “really step outside of what you’re 
comfortable in,” he said. “really just keep 
an open mind throughout the year, both 
academically and socially, and i think 
they’ll not only discover a lot about 
themselves, but about the people here 
at Kenyon.” 
First-Year Traditions
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Tickle Me jell-O by Bob Dorff
When you meet 
new classmates, 
it is important 
to remember 





that was my 
first trip 
to prison, 
but not the 
last...and 






It is 11:45 a.m. on Day Two, 
and I  am quite ready to jump 
ship.
Sitting across from my fellow 
KEEPers on the second floor of 
Olin Library, I feel the familiar 
tug of panic begin to settle into 
my arteries.  Although I am all too 
aware of the impending deadline 
for our first literary analysis as-
signment (45—oh dear God, 40 
minutes left),  I have somehow 
landed on Facebook and am now 
updating my status to reflect my 
desperation for the benefit of my 
friends back home in Tucson.  
The computer keys on this 
unfamiliar Mac feel harsh beneath 
my lumbering fingers, and I have 
no idea where to find the start 
menu, let alone Microsoft Word. 
Finally—the nail in the proverbial 
coffin.  I accidentally click on 
the Internet History tab and am 
treated to a free preview of the 
debauched Web-browsing habits 
of my fellow Kenyon students.  
That ’s  i t .  I  d o n’t  b e l o n g 
here.
Panic is more than mere stu-
pefying fright.  It has the intrinsic 
ability to erase months of carefully 
cultivated self-confidence.  Ever 
since penning my first college 
essay, the challenge of presenting 
a self-assured ruse has guided me 
through SATs, college interviews 
and even the dreaded small enve-
lopes that haunt the dreams of all 
high school seniors in the month 
of April.  After all, the college 
admissions game is one of strat-
eg y.  Years of hard work and late 
nights formulating battle plans in 
front of similarly grimy computer 
screens has finally paid off :  I am 
the first in my family to attend 
college, and on a full ride at that. 
Go, me.  Right?
Unright.  It is now 11:57, and 
I have resorted to an Orwellian 
dismemberment of the English 
language in my essay.  The novel 
Beloved represents the “double-
plusung ood” effe ct  of  s laver y 
upon the human condition.  Good 
enough.  I return to Facebook and 
wallow, all the while questioning 
every decision I’ve made that has 
led me to this point.
KEEP—the Kenyon Educa-
tional Enrichment Program—re-
mains something of a shadowy 
enig ma to me,  e ven af ter  I ’ve 
already spent my first night on a 
lumpy pillow in the dorms.  The 
stated purpose of the program—to 
“provide academic, intellectual, 
and social encouragement and 
support for scholars of diverse 
ethnic, racial, and socioeconomic 
backgrounds”—is quite possibly 
the most vague rationale that I 
have ever followed for flying half-
way across the country.  Although 
I possessed all the foresight and in-
tellectual reasoning of a sheltered 
teenager on the cusp of adulthood, 
my fears concerning setting foot 
on campus have had little to do 
with the actual academic rigors 
of the program and much more 
to do with my own self-doubt 
and ner vousness about meeting 
other “distinguished scholars.”  I 
left high school quite confident 
in my writing abilities, and within 
two hours of beginning class at 
Kenyon I have begun to question 
my ability to spell my own name, 
let alone deliver a brilliant analy-
sis of the subtle authorial tone 
that influences the fortunes of 
the characters in Toni Morrison’s 
award-winning novel.  Instead, I 
snarkily note that the award-win-
ning novelist has a terrific case of 
crazy eyes in the picture on the 
book’s back cover.
12:06. Resigned to my fate, 
I  g lance  around at  my fe l low 
scholars, whose productive key 
clicks create a veritable beehive of 
efficiency and success.  It’s just me, 
I muse despondently. Everyone 
else has discovered the secret to 
writing a perfect analytical essay, 
and I am a doomed neanderthal—
scratching my head while holding 
a lit match and a kerosene lamp.
And as quickly as the typing 
began, one section of the beehive 
grows still, and a frustrated snort 
forces me to diseng ag e myself 
from the grasp of Facebook chat. 
“I  have  no idea  what  I ’m do -
ing ,” groans a disembodied voice. 
Slowly, I rotate to face the boy 
across from me.
“I mean it ,”  he continues, 
tossing Beloved across the table. 
“I’ve been writing for 20 minutes 
and I’m pretty sure I’ve said abso-
lutely nothing.  This sucks.”  And 
for a moment, panic—always the 
tempestuous force — subsides.
“no kidding ,” I agree care-
fully.  “I haven’t even started.” I 
wait for a gasp of horror, or per-
haps a flash mob.
Instead, we all break out in 
nervous laughter and take a few 
minutes to gripe about the as-
signment, the computers and the 
uncomfortable mattresses back at 
the dorms.  By 12:25 p.m., I man-
age to eke out a paper that makes 
some sort of convoluted sense, and 
we all head off to lunch, spend-
ing half of the time in awkward 
silence, of course.
Even now, after having sur-
vi ve d— e ven  thri ve d— during 
six weeks of English and math 
courses, it is difficult to define 
KEEP.  I suppose we’re a network, 
a support system, even a family 
of sorts.  But we’re also grievance 
buddies—most of the 12 of us 
share a somewhat demented sense 
of humor that can mistakenly be 
interpreted as out-and-out pes-
simism.  We’re diverse all right, 
but our “ethnic, racial, and socio-
economic backgrounds” are not 
where our diversity lies.  Some 
of us are athletes, some are musi-
cians; some are calculus aficiona-
dos, some—like me—are ecstatic 
to be able to successfully count to 
three-digit numbers.
In short, we’re first years : 
awkward, insecure and a bit emo-
tionally unbalanced.  If KEEP 
has taught me anything—besides 
how to work under pressure—it 
has allowed me to develop a sort 
of detached view of the shared 
panic that characterizes the first 
few weeks of school.  I feel ready 
now.  I haven’t necessarily changed 
much in the six weeks that I spent 
here at Kenyon this summer—“re-
search” for this article led me 
to Facebook for a good half an 
hour—but I’m less inclined to give 
in to hysteria, however attractive 
it may seem.  And I can conjure up 
a mean analysis of Toni Morrison’s 
Beloved.  
Welcome to Kenyon! We, the 
editors of the Collegian, usually use 
this space to share our opinions on 
current (sometimes controversial) 
issues at Kenyon. Having been away 
from Gambier for anywhere from 
one summer to 16 months, we are 
more sanguine than usual about cur-
rent campus life. This week, rather 
than opine, we’d like to offer 
our advice on making the 
most of your four years on 
the Hill. 
• Don’t let first-year 
orientation scare you. It’s 
overwhelming, but in a few 
months you’ll remember 
it either as the beginning 
of your best friendships or 
a comically embarrassing 
foray into dead-end relation-
ships.
• Don’t be afraid to 
make mistakes. There are some 
former Kenyon students’ mistakes 
you should avoid, however, such as 
assaulting Campus Safety officers 
and selling drugs to Mount Vernon 
residents. 
• Despite every photo you’ve 
ever seen of Kenyon, it’s not actually 
autumn all year round. Last year the 
temperature reached -29 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Prepare yourself for 
arctic blasts through April.
• The KAC is actually as awe-
some as everyone says. Try to over-
come the intimidation of its distance 
from the First-Year Quad and take 
advantage of the best fitness center 
you’ll ever access for free.
• It’s easy and worthwhile to 
get involved here. Choose several 
clubs to check out this fall, find what 
interests you and throw yourself in. 
(And if you’re interested in journal-
ism…) 
• Take classes outside your 
major. The College’s distribution 
requirements force this to an extent, 
but it’s up to you to avoid “Rocks 
for jocks”-type courses and take 
interesting classes in unfamiliar 
disciplines.
• Administrators are accessible. 
Make the effort to introduce yourself 
because at some point, it will pay off 
to have a good relationship with the 
decision-makers.
Most importantly, be realistic 
about your time here. The next four 
years can be the best of your life, but 
you have to make it that way. Always 
stand up for your rights as a Kenyon 
student. If something doesn’t fit your 
ideal of college, demand a change. 
Whether your displeasure stems 
from the lack of late-night dining 
venues, the housing options or the 
tuition, at such a small school it re-
ally is up to you to effect change. You 
have a responsibility to the College 
community, to whoever pays your 
tuition and most of all to yourself to 
demand from Kenyon the best four 
years it can give you.
Good luck.
—The Kenyon Collegian
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Conversation with a First Year
BY RiChaRd WYlde
Features Editor
Marcela Janet Colmenares, first-year 
student 
hometown: Caracas, Venezuela
high school: United World College 
in duino, italy 
Residence: McBride hall 
academic interests: Political Sci-
ence, economics 
The Kenyon Collegian: What was 
your high school experience like?
Marcela Janet Colmenares: Well, it 
was amazing, because i did my high 
school in italy, in an international 
school. i would say it was quite small 
because we just had high school, so 
it was just two years and around 100 
people per year.  
TKC: What were your impressions 
of Kenyon before you got here?
MC: i thought it was a really quiet 
place. Small community, so people 
were going to be nice with each 
other. i expected, academically, a lot 
of discussions. i actually didn’t have 
too many expectations because i just 
wanted to come and see it. 
TKC: What was it like when you 
got here?
MC: Well, it was quiet. My first day 
was nice; people were willing to talk 
to each other, which i liked. But i 
suppose it was because a lot of the 
people were new. i’ve been doing 
the Writing and Thinking [pre-ori-
entation] program, which is really 
amazing because they encourage a 
lot of discussions and people talk 
and write and think. 
TKC: are you excited for everyone 
to get here?
MC: Yeah, i ’m actually excited 
because now it is a quiet place, but 
too quiet. 
TKC: have any of your friends from 
home decided to study in another 
country?
MC: a lot of them actually. here 
in the U.S., there are many of them, 
[and] in europe. People usually go 
outside Venezuela. 
TKC: What were your impressions 
of Ohio before getting here?
MC: i read that it was really isolated 
from everything and there were 
cows and fields and more cows. 
They told me that Cincinnati was 
a really nice city, though. Some 
people talked to me about racism, 
that people were going to look at me 
badly and stuff. i mean, i’m inside 
the [College] so i really don’t know 
what it’s like outside. 
TKC: What’s the last thing you ate 
at Peirce? 
MC: it was yesterday. i think it was 
a sandwich. 
TKC: how was it?
MC: Good. i mean, a sandwich 
never fails. 
TKC: have you had any bad experi-
ences at Peirce?
MC: Yeah, it was a kind of bread 
with mustard in between, and 
cheese and ham. The mustard in 
between was disgusting. 
TKC: What ad-
vice have people 
given you about 
com ing to  co l-
lege?
MC: They told me, 
“be careful with 
drugs.” i mean, all 
parents do that. 
They told me the 
same when i went 
to europe. Be care-
ful with drugs, al-
cohol; be careful 
with guys—they 
take advantage of 
you. 
TKC: have you 
been to the U.S. 
before?
MC: No.
TKC: is there any-
where else in the U.S. you want to 
go? 
MC: i want to go to New York. i’ve 
heard really good things about it. 
TKC: how do you feel about Ohio 
being your first experience in the 
U.S.? 
MC: it’s quite funny actually. i 
mean, unexpected. Usually, people 
from Venezuela, their first experi-
ence in the U.S. is disney land. i 
think i feel lucky that it wasn’t. 
First-Year Traditions: From Paddles to Processions
Some things will never change 
about the communal arriving-at-col-
lege experience. There will be par-
ents taking photos and lingering on 
campus for too long. There will be 
anxiety, excitement and the realiza-
tion that entering higher education 
isn’t quite the teen sex-comedy romp 
that movies have made it out to be 
(for most people). Roommates will 
bond over music. Roommates will 
clash over sleep schedules. 
and Kenyon College itself is 
steeped in traditions for incoming 
students, most notably First-Year 
Sing, Convocation and Founder’s 
day, when students take the Rite of 
Matriculation. College historian 
and Keeper of Kenyoniana Tom 
Stamp ’73 will give the administra-
tive address at matriculation on 
Oct. 29.
“Matriculation is when stu-
dents become official members of 
the student body and the Kenyon 
community as a whole,” Stamp 
said. “it is to show [students] their 
importance to the grand scheme of 
Kenyon history.” 
Taking the matriculation oath, 
when students promise to uphold 
the good name of the College, is a 
ceremony that dates back to 1841. 
The matriculation book that stu-
dents sign holds signatures more 
than a century old. The admin-
istration’s greeting to students at 
Convocation is a tradition that dates 
back several generations.
First-Year Sing is a compara-
tively new tradition. according to 
Stamp, it started in 1956 and has 
always included four songs, though 
those songs have changed over the 
years. The official Kenyon song, 
“alma Mater (The Thrill)” has al-
ways been a mainstay, but “Kokosing 
Farewell” has surged in popularity in 
recent years, a curiosity considering 
the song is meant as a reminiscence 
of one’s years at Kenyon. it has also 
recently become common for upper-
class students to good-humoredly 
“heckle” the singers. This practice 
has caused debate in the past because 
some consider it a cruel introduc-
tion to college, but those light barbs 
are nothing compared to past tradi-
tions for first years.
First-year hazing
in the years before Kenyon was 
co-educational, sophomores were 
put in charge of “disciplining” first 
years, or making sure they obeyed 
“initiations,” according to Stamp.      
a game called the Cane Rush 
was played soon after first years 
arrived. a single cane was driven 
into the ground at Ransom lawn or 
Benson Field (the old football field), 
while first years and sophomores 
lined up single file on opposite sides. 
a whistle was blown and students 
ran toward the middle, trying to get 
the most hands touching the cane. 
Sophomores usually won, having 
learned tactics such as pulling up the 
cane and throwing it back toward 
their classmates, who promptly 
piled on top.
One hazing ceremony required 
incoming students to walk through 
the Gates of hell (the pillars separat-
ing North and South Campus) while 
being paddled by the upperclass-
men. The cement obelisk came to be 
known as the Scrotum Pole because 
first years were made to leapfrog over 
it every time they passed through.
“every now and then you’ll see 
alumni come back and attempt to 
do it, and just not make it,” Stamp 
said.
One night in the first or second 
week, first years were woken up late 
at night and made to walk down 
Middle Path wearing whatever they 
were sleeping in. This was known as 
the Pajama Parade. First years were 
also required to wear beanies. haz-
ings of this nature would continue 
until Thanksgiving.
The original female first years
When women were admitted to 
Kenyon in 1969, they were excluded 
from male tradition and expected to 
make up their own. Female students 
attended a separate coordinate col-
lege, still on the Kenyon campus, 
until 1972, when they were formally 
admitted to the College. They were 
then retroactively allowed to sign 
the matriculation book.  
  “You can’t really develop your 
own traditions in three years,” said 
Prospect Research anaylst Sarah 
Mcelroy ’73. “We just wanted to 
be part of Kenyon. ... [Former dean 
of Kenyon’s Coordinate College 
for Women doris] Crozier used 
to hold sherry parties [for female 
students].” 
 “i think the old women’s col-
lege traditions of the tea or sherry 
parties helped bring wine to [official 
College] events,” Senior associate 
director of admissions liz Forman 
’73 said. “There used to be only 
beer offered, but now for all alumni 
events wine is offered.” 
When women entered in 1969, 
“there was still the hangover from 
the ’60s and not much of an inter-
est in preserving traditions,” Stamp 
said. “That interest started around 
1975.” 
despite the hype, perhaps 
some first year traditions are neither 
pleasurable nor painful, but just 
forgettable. 
“i don’t remember any of the 
opening speeches, which i think 
is a good thing,” said director of 
Planned Giving Kyle henderson ’80. 
“it shows that i was helped to adjust 
effectively. it wasn’t so terrifying.”  
Meagan Webb, director of student 
activities and Greek life
hometown: Circleville, Oh 
Current city: Columbus, Oh 
First day of work: Tuesday, aug. 25
The Kenyon Collegian: Tell me 
about your position at the Student 
activities Office.
Meagan Webb: i will be working 
with the campus’s Greek commu-
nity, as well as [with] the other stu-
dent organi-
zations on 
c a m p u s . 
Our whole 





the l ife of 
K e n y o n 






a r e  s o m e 
things that you have planned for 
this year?
MW: For our first big kick-off, obvi-
ously we have a lot of things going 
on during orientation for our new 
students. We have a bonfire, the 
Gund game room will be open al-
most every evening and we also have 
Second City comedy troupe coming 
in. We also have the “dating doc-
tor” program, so i think that will 
be fun for the students. and then, 
the first weekend we’re doing an 
outdoor movie, and then we’re doing 
the [Student activities Fair].
TKC: What was your previous 
job?
MW: My most recent position was 
actually a corporate position in the 
staffing industry. i was assisting 
individuals in finding temporary 
and temporary-to-hire positions for 
Robert half international. i have 
worked at ashland University in 
the past as the assistant director of 
student activities, and then i also was 
assistant director of admissions at 
Capitol University for eight years. 
TKC: What was your college experi-
ence like? how will it shape the way 
you handle this position?
MW: My experience was that my 
activities and opportunities outside 
of the classroom enhanced my educa-
tion. i was able to 
learn a lot of theory 
in the classroom. i 
was a communica-
tions major, but i 
was able to put that 
into practice with 
my activities, from 
being involve d 
in the program-
ming board on my 
campus to being 
a student leader. 
What i want to 
bring to Kenyon 
Student activities 
is to continue the 
great tradition and 
hopefully enhance that, to encourage 
all students to get involved in some-
thing. Whatever is someone’s spark, 
whatever they find interesting, i want 
to take that and enhance that. 
TKC: What were you like in col-
lege? 
MW: i was Ms. Student activities 
Office. i was definitely the person who 
was involved in various organizations, 
signing up for leadership things. But 
[i was] also the person who took 
advantage of those opportunities. My 
undergraduate campus had a program 
once where we could go to a ballet. i 
had never been and i thought it was 
something that i would want to do. 
Not one of my favorite things i did, 
but i know i did it. 
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First-Year Athletes Adjust to College Sports
BY MArK MoThErAl
Sports Editor
While most first years have spent 
the past few days relishing their fading 
summer vacations and preparing for 
a new phase in their lives, the rookie 
fall athletes have worked in grueling 
conditions to prepare themselves for 
the upcoming sports season. Making 
the early trip to Kenyon for training 
is essential to these athletes, however, 
because they must adapt quickly to 
their new teams. Volleyball, men and 
women’s cross country and men and 
women’s soccer all begin their 2009 
campaigns in early September.
Kyle Bailey ’13, a linebacker for 
the lords football team, noted the 
hardships of making such a hasty 
transition from high school athletics 
to college athletics. The jump is “real 
difficult,” he said.  “There’s a lot more 
to learn.” 
Chris Brown, head coach of the 
men’s soccer team, said the changeover 
from playing high school sports to 
playing college sports is difficult be-
cause “the tolerance for errors is much 
less and we’re in the results business. 
[There is] little time for player devel-
opment because performance right 
now is key.”   
Bailey said that although adjust-
ing to playing a college sport is chal-
lenging, both the upperclassmen and 
the coaching staff have been supportive 
and invested in the development of first 
years. “The upperclassmen and coaches 
are real helpful,” he said. “They are al-
ways looking out for us. … With their 
help, I’ve grown up a lot mentally.”
Sophia Khan ’13, a setter for the 
volleyball team, said, “I think I have 
grown a lot and learned that being a 
new kid on a team of oldies isn’t the eas-
iest thing in the world, and definitely 
takes a lot of mental … strength.  The 
driving forces behind these changes are 
the coaches and team members whom I 
know I can rely on. I strongly consider 
some to be my first great friends here 
and really enjoy playing with them, 
wanting them to succeed not just for 
the team’s greater good, but for their 
own.”
 Tess Waggoner ’13 said she also 
noticed an improvement in her skills 
thanks to the help of her peers and 
coaches. “I’ve learned to adapt to new 
surroundings well,” she said.
Both the women’s soccer team 
and the football team appear to have 
particularly strong newcomers.  Kelly 
Bryan, head coach of the ladies’ soc-
cer team, said: “We have seven [first 
years] on our team and they are all 
doing a fantastic job.  They are talented 
and work extremely hard. They are 
providing us with great depth in all 
positions on the field and have the 
potential to definitely make an impact 
this season.” 
Ted Stanley, head football coach, 
said his first years are “pretty good” 
and that “they have decent depth.” 
Stanley  said he expects several first 
years to make an immediate impact 
on the team, especially on the offensive 
line, from which key players  recently 
graduated.
Women’s soccer players take the field during a pre-season practice. Mark Motheral
Men’s soccer player stretches before beginning play. Mark Motheral
lords’ defense swarms a wide receiver at mid-field. Mark Motheral
Interested in joining the Collegian staff ? 
We are looking for experienced student journalists and enthusiastic newcomers. 
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